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There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night
and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs
that You do unless God is with him."

Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." John 3:1-3

Christianity is a miracle religion whose founder is a miracle working God. Take miracles out of
Christianity and you have a form of godliness that denies its power. As a result we have amongst us many
Christian churches that are dead, anemic, impotent, Pharisaical, and devoid of power.

The truth of the matter is that God is not with them because they are not with God. They are not saying
what God is saying nor teaching what Jesus taught and hence there is no power in their lives and in their
churches. But God’s word is unchanging:

Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He said to them, "Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. "He who believes and is baptized will be saved;
but he who does not believe will be condemned.

"And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak
with new tongues; "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."

So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand
of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the
word through the accompanying signs. Amen Mark 16:14-20

Power and victory comes from God and obedience to His word. To reject God’s word or to obey it only in
part results in being rejected just like king Saul was rejected. The bible records for our profit and
instruction:

Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the
commandment of the LORD." But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and
the lowing of the oxen which I hear?"

And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep
and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed."

Then Samuel said to Saul, "Be quiet! And I will tell you what the LORD said to me last night." And he
said to him, "Speak on."

So Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And
did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel? "Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and
utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.' "Why then did
you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the
LORD?"



And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the
LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

"But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly
destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal."

Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. For
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king." 1 Samuel 15:13-23

Instead of obeying the commands of the Lord as given by him to go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy
all that they had, and not spare them, but to kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and
sheep, camel and donkey, Saul spared the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed. Saul
rejected the word of the Lord, and God also rejected from being king. Mind until the bitter end Saul still
believed he had done the will of God, even though he not trusted in the Lord with all his heart but leaned to
his own understanding!

Many of God’s people are in the same boat, they do some of the will of God but not all of God’s will and
then they wonder why God is not pleased with them. They ignore the words of Jesus who clearly told them:

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven. "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'

"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built
his house on the rock: "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

"But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand: "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house;
and it fell. And great was its fall." Matthew 7:21-27

You can do all the right things on the surface and still be rejected by God as Saul was for practicing
lawlessness. In God’s eyes to practice lawlessness is to disobey Him for He alone by His Holy Spirit sets
the rules that each person is to obey and follow. He has a specific plan and purposes for each person and
reveals that plan to those who are open and obedient to Him, to those who hear and head His voice.

You can please everybody else in the world with your actions and deeds but if God is not pleased, it’s a
waste of time. Only when He says, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord' are you truly successful and
prosperous. Failure in this area is total failure. For God’s word is unchanging;

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and
delivered his goods to them. "And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.

"Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. "And
likewise he who had received two gained two more also. "But he who had received one went and dug in
the ground, and hid his lord's money.



"After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. "So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents;
look, I have gained five more talents besides them.'

"His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

"He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have
gained two more talents besides them.'

"His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

"Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 'And I was afraid, and went
and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.'

"But his lord answered and said to him, "You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have
not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 'So you ought to have deposited my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest.

'Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 'For to everyone who has, more
will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away. 'And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.' Matthew 25:14-30



